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2018-19. This is the lowest level since similar
records began in 1968-69, a drop of 19% on the
previous year. Although abortions have fallen

over the last decade, the number of the
procedure is still at its highest level since

2012-13. The figures show that in England and
Wales, 9,176 terminations took place in 2018-19,
compared with a record high of 9,775 in the year
to September 2018. The increase was driven by
a rise in termination for social reasons, up from

3,223 in the previous year to 3,304 in 2018-19. It
is the first time more than three-quarters of

terminations were for social reasons - women
who have a serious relationship break-up, for
example. The figures also show a slight rise in

terminations for medical reasons from 13,193 in
the previous year to 13,570. Media playback is

unsupported on your device Media caption 'Why
are we still having terminations after 20 weeks? I

don't get it.' However, the proportion of
terminations performed between 20 and 24

weeks has dropped from 35.5% to 34.3%, amid
fears that pregnant women are choosing earlier
abortions. One woman's story Image copyright

Sarah-Jayne Shepherd/Facebook
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